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¢ƘŜ .LD {ǳƳƳŜǊ ƴŜǿǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ .ƭƛǘȊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƭȅΦ  
hǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǝŎ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ōƻƻƪ ƎŜƴǊŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛƴƎƻ ŎŀǊŘΦ  ! ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŬƭƭŜŘ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȊŜΦ  hǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ DŀǊǊŜǘ ŀƴŘ ²ȅŀǧ CǊƛŜǎŜƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜ р ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǝƳŜǎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΦ  hǳǊ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎπ
Ŝǎǘ ǿŀǎ ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ   

¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ Ǉǳƭƭπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǘΦ  hǳǊ ǘǿƻ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ .ǊŜǧ bŜƭǎƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ DŀǊǊŜǘ CǊƛŜǎŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƎƛƊ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦŜ 
.ƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΗ ²ŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀǇπ
ǇƭŀǳŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  {ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ƻƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘŘƻǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗ 
 

hǳǊ [ŜƎƻ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǝƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿŜǊ 
ƎǊƻǿΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƪƛŘǎ ƳŀƪŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 



{ǳƳƳŜǊ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ .ƛƴƎƻ 

{ƻƳŜ пр όƎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎΗύ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ tŀǊƪ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рǘƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΣ ǘŀƭƪΣ ǎƘŀǊŜΦΦΦŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ L ƳŜƴǝƻƴΣ Ŝŀǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΥ IŜǎǎǘƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊΣ wŜǾΦ tŜǘŜǊ IŀǊǘƳŀƴΣ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜΣ ǎǘŀũΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ WƻƘƴΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƻǊǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ wŜǾŜƭŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΦΦΦŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǝŎ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΗ .ȅ ƛƳǇƭƛπ
ŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǇƻǊǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘϥǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǘ 
Ǝƻ ƻŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ [Ŝǘϥǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΗ ϤϤ ! ǎƛŘŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ !ƎƴŜǎ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘ ŎƻǳƭŘπ
ƴϥǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘŜ ŀƊŜǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƻ wŜǾΦ IŀǊǘƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ WƻƘƴϥǎ ŀƛǎƭŜ-ƻŦ-tŀǘƳƻǎ ōŜŀǊŘΗ 
aŀȅōŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǝƳŜΦ 

hǳǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇ-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƅŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ 
ƻǳǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ-ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǊƻƻƳΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ 
bƻǘ ǉǳƛŜǘΗ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-ǳǇ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘΣ aǊΦ IŀǊǘƳŀƴΥ Ϧ²h²Σ [ŀǊǊȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΗ L ŀƳ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ƳƛƴƎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ ǝƳŜΦϦ 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ƻƴŜ-ƻƴ-ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦΦΦǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΦΦΦǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ tǊƻƻŦ-ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ϤϤ wŜƳƛƴŘǎ 
ƳŜΥ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ŀ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ w±ϥŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŜƪΗ hǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŎŜΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ōǳǘ LϥǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƊŜǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ Lǎ ǘŜƳǇǝƴƎΗ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Yƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ƎŜǘ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ΦΦΦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘŀǎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǝƳŜΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ wǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊƴŜ DƻŜπ
ǊƛƴƎΣ .Ŝǧȅ {ŎƘǊŀƎΣ !ōŜ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴƴŀ {ǇŜǊƭƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΣ 
ōŜǧŜǊΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜΦ ϤϤ hƴŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƛŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀǧŜƳǇǝƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŦƻƭƪǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΚ tǊƻōŀōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ-ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴϥǘΦ 

hƪŀȅΦΦΦŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΣ ǘƻǇǇƛƴƎǎΣ ōǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎΚΗ 



Autumnéit is my favorite season; and October is my favorite month.  What do I 

like about autumn?  I like the relief from the heat of summer.  I like the clear azure sky.  I 

like crisp mornings and mild evenings.  I like the harvest moon.  I like the winter wheat 

emerging brilliant emerald green in contrast to the changing colors of the roadside grasses 

and the rust colors of the fall crops.  I like mums, changing leaves, pumpkins, cider, and ap-

ples.  Autumn is a mellowing, a ripening, a maturing.   

Just around the corner from autumn is my least favorite season:  winter.  Winter is 

cold and dark and harsh.  Winter is bleak.  A fleeting beauty in winter is brought by snow 

and hoarfrost.  But, even in the beauty of snow, there is risk because of slick roads and poor 

visibility.  Winter is a tough seasonðand the people that lived in earlier times were well 

aware of the necessity of preparing for the harsh season of winter.   

I had a conversation with a woman who is in the winter of her life.  I first met her in 

the autumn of her lifeðshe and her husband were enjoying young grandchildren and were 

full of productive energy.  Now her body is ravaged by chronic disease on top of a more 

acute disorder that will soon take her life.  Three months after she received the terminal di-

agnosis, she bid her husband good-bye to a sudden and unexpected death.  Here she is in the 

bleak winter of her life.  But, I noticed her tired eyes were filled with hope.  When she told 

me about her current situation, she said, ñThe Lord is more precious to me than ever.ò  I 

marveled at her hope as she faces the end of her life, the loss of a spouse, and a death that 

will likely include great difficulty.   

As I thought of this womanôs hope in the face of daunting circumstances, I thought 

of what she had planted in autumn.  Winter wheat sprouts before freezing occurs, then be-

comes dormant until the soil warms in the spring.  Winter wheat seems so fragile going into 

the harsh winter; yet winter wheat is able to withstand harsh winter conditions.  In fact, win-

ter wheat actually requires a vernalization period (a period of cooler growing conditions) to 

trigger reproductive growth.  

Hope is a very tangible thingðit is something we have not something we do.  Hope 

is an often-used word in the Bible.  Strongôs Exhaustive Concordance lists more than 150 

entries for the word hope and its derivatives.  Several Hebrew words are translated ñhope,ò 

the meaning implies to wait, to be patient, an expectation.  The Greek words translated 

ñhopeò mean to anticipate, usually with pleasure; expectation or confidence.  Here are some 

examples of the word ñhopeò used in the Bible:  We have a blessed hope (Titus 2:13), a bet-

ter hope (Hebrews 7:19), a living hope (I Peter 1:3)ðall nouns.  Because we know hope is a 

present possession, we can rest in hope (Acts 2:26) and rejoice in hope (Romans 5:12; 

12:12).  In fact, Zechariah says that Godôs people are ñprisoners of hopeò (Zechariah 9:12)!  

Paul confidently says (during imprisonment and facing death), ñNow may the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spiritò (Romans 15:13).   

As I look ahead to winterða time of loss and difficulty and harsh circumstancesðI 

realize the seeds of hope need to be planted in the soil of my soul right now.  The winter 

wheat of hope needs to sprout before the icy blasts of life surround my life.  How?  Hope is 

planted, sprouts, and grows through spending time in the Bible learning to know the God of 

all hope.  Godôs character is firm and trustworthy.  Knowing God through cultivating an 

intimate relationship with Him gives rise to an understanding that life is not about me and 

my happiness or my ease of life.  Life is about God and His gloryðeven when it means my 

pain and my loss and my unrealized human, shallow expectations.    

Itôs when life is covered with winterôs deep chill that hope can outwardly seem frag-

ile and vulnerableéjust like winter wheat.  But when hope appears to be buried by circum-

stances, we find ourselves in the perfect situation for gaining valuable insight about the real 

basis for our hope.  Hope is a solid, resolved trust in a God who is worthy of worship.  Hope 

understands God has a purpose in harsh circumstances.  Hope doesnôt necessarily die in win-

ter; hope (like winter wheat) requires vernalization in order to trigger productive growth.  

Itôs the most difficult circumstances of lifeðthe winter seasonðthat can give rise to the 

strongest hope.   

Although this is August, this post originally written in October, 2011, 
reflects my thoughts as I walk the journey of grief after momôs death.    



Prayer Calendar and Memory VersePrayer Calendar and Memory VersePrayer Calendar and Memory Verse    
Memory Verse: Isaiah 12:2 �³ Behold, God is my salvation; I will 

trust & not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength & my 
song; He also is become my salvation  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs  Fri  Sat  

    

    

1 Choose to fix 
your heart on 
God today and 
give Him praise.  

2 Pray Tim & 
Renee have op-
portunities to 
tell neighbors 
about Christ.  

3  Pray com-
manders in the 
military are 
wise & know 
how to lead.  

4  Pray your 
life would be 
characterized 
by the joy of 
the Lord & evi-
dent to all.  

5 Pray for men 
willing & able to 
lead in our 
church.  

6 Pray for 
times of re-
freshing for 
Mark, Mollie & 
the kids.  

7 Pray TAG! 
Kids take to 
heart the les-
sons taught & 
remember 
them.  

8 Pray for re-
pentance among 
believers in our 
country & obe-
dience to 
Christ.  

9 Pray for stu-
dents to do 
their best in 
school & treat 
others with 
respect.  

10 Pray for God 
to lead us to 
the pastor of 
His choosing. 

11  Pray for a 
heart that 
wants the same 
things God 
wants. 

12 Pray for col-
lege students 
to be in the 
Word regularly, 
arming them-
selves with the 
truth.  

13  Pray those 
in homeless 
shelter learn 
how to effec-
tively handle 
life.  

14  Pray for 
God to show 
you how to use 
your strengths 
& abilities for 
His kingdom. 

15  Pray for 
those continu-
ing the work 
while Dan & Ra-
chel are state-
side. 

16  Pray those 
teaching in our 
church are stu-
dents of the 
word and dis-
cerning. 

17 Pray for the 
salvation for 
those running 
for office in 
the Nov. elec-
tion.  

18  List 18 
things for 
which you are 
grateful.  

19 Ask God to 
show you any-
one you need to 
forgive and 
then do it.  

20   Ask God to 
show you any-
one you need to 
ask forgiveness 
from & then do 
it.  

21  Pray God 
will guard Josh 
& Hannah's 
hearts from 
discouragement 
& wrong 
thoughts.  

22  Pray for a 
heart quick to 
give to others.  

23 Pray for 
your neighbors 
to come to 
know Christ.  

24  Pray for 
wives to be en-
couraged & 
know how to 
serve & help 
their husbands.  

25 Pray for 
those worship-
ing today in 
Brazil, Ukraine, 
Nebraska & 
Kazakhstan. 

26 Pray for 
those dealing 
with medical 
issues to have 
peace and the 
care they need.  

27 Pray for 
Harvest Radio 
going to FM - 
continued pro-
gress & funds 
needed. 

28 Pray for law 
officers, fire 
fighters and 
EMTs to be 
wise, alert and 
safe.  

29 Pray young 
people in our 
church clearly 
hear God's call 
on their lives.  

30 Pray for 
"Unshackled" 
program on 
Harvest Radio 
to bring forth 
much fruit.  

  


