
 

 

A monthly publication of the Garden Community Church 

Sunday evening, July 11, our sanctuary was filled with the sound of praises to our God!  Each 
praise team lead us in songs and hymns of praise.  Several people shared short verses or songs 
that were meaningful to them.  Ev Schrag shared a special song.   4 year old, Brett Friesen sang 
the song His Mercy is More with his grandpa, Larry Friesen.  And not to be out done by his big 
brother, when they finished, 2 year old Aiden ran up to sing with grandpa as well.  So they sang 
Jesus Loves Me together.  The highlight of the evening was listening to both young and old voices 
all praising the Lord TOGETHER!! 



 

 

Exciting news is on the horizon for our Wednesday evening Children’s Discipleship ministry!  After much 
prayer and support from the Christian Education Team, along with parent interest and leadership coop-
eration, we are adding a Preschool Wednesday Evening class to the existing TAG Ministry.  We have a 
sizable group of children 3 years of age through Kindergarten who are actively attending Sun-
day school and are ready for an exciting fun filled opportunity to continue their learning about Jesus and 
to grow in their relationship with Him. The units of study are organized around the following 
themes:  God, Jesus, Creation, Self, the Bible and Church.  The evening will consist of Bible Stories, Songs, 
Art Activities, Missions and Recreational Activities.  The Preschool ministry will follow very closely with 
the times and scheduling of our existing TAG ministry.  These are exciting times for our Church!  We rec-
ognize that a vibrant Wednesday evening programming provides outreach opportunities as well as disci-
pleship for our own children. 

 Information about TEAM KIDS - KIDS IN DISCIPLESHIP will soon be appearing!  Our launch date will be 
revealed in the near future.   We covet your prayers for a successful launch of all our Wednesday even-
ing activities...Preschool, Grade School and Youth.  Pray for the individuals who are in leadership and 
teaching positions.  Pray for our children and Youth that their hearts will be open and fertile to receive 
the Truth that is taught to them.  

 God is on the move!  Willing adults have responded to the call to lead and guide our children.  He has 
validated our purposeful plans and He will bring His plan to completion. 

We had the privilege of witnessing two families 

dedicate their kids to the Lord on Father’s Day, 

June 20th.  Bryson and Grace Huxman dedicated 

their son, Colton Dale, and Kevin and Kim Kohls 

dedicated their daughter, Harper Jade.  Keep 

these families in your prayers as they strive to 

raise their kids to come to know the saving 

grace of Jesus in a personal way. 



 

 

On June 30 – July 4th, the youth group went on a Mission Trip to Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas to The Great Passion Play. Each day we began the 
morning with breakfast together and a devotional, then we started the 
service project for the day. Our projects included: digging a French drain 
along the side of the stadium seats in the theater, laying compost and 
mulch for flower beds, staining various structures, painting set pieces, 
and LOTS of weeding! We finished our work each day at 3PM.  

On Friday afternoon, we went on the Holy Lands Tour – where we got to 
see a life size replica of the Tabernacle, an inn and stable similar to the ones Mary and Joseph would have gone to, 
the upper room, and the tomb Jesus would have been placed in. Each location/ room had an actor that told us about 
the history and details of each area. After our tour, we watched the Passion Play. (Where Scot was one of the 12 dis-
ciples!) 

On Saturday afternoon, we had some free time to go to the river, eat supper in Eureka Springs, and then we had the 
opportunity to be extras in the Play!  

Drew, Kylee, Katherine, Elise, Kaycee, and Erin were townspeople, 
Jonah and Josh were Roman soldiers, and Kendall was one of the 
“Marys” that followed Mary, the mother of Jesus, around!  

Overall, it was a great trip! We worked hard and had a lot of fun. 
But most importantly, we saw God work in mighty ways, and it 
was exciting to see the Gospel portrayed in such a real way right 
in front of our eyes.  

Thank you so much to everyone who supported us financially and 
in prayer. You are appreciated!!  

The table in the Upper Room – during 
our tour of the Holy Lands 

Dressed up and ready to be extras in 
the Play on Saturday night! 

Laid compost, planted Celosia seeds, 
and covered in mulch for a new flower 

bed near the theater. 

Working on the French drain 
that went along the side of the 

stadium seats. The Crucifixion scene during the 
Passion Play. 

Youth Mission Trip 2021 



 

 

My Bible reading plan has me reading the Psalms.  I saw this section coming 
in my Bible reading plan, so I took the opportunity to purchase a book that I’ve had 

my eye on for a couple of years.   

I attended a Ligonier conference in Wichita a few years ago and attended a lec-
ture by Dr. W. Robert Godfrey.  He talked about a book he had just written:  Learn-

ing to Love the Psalms.  My thought was: “Who doesn’t love the Psalms?!”  Hearing Dr. 
Godfrey talk about his book piqued my interest.  I decided then that I wanted to read this 
book—and I’m glad I got it. 

Before reading this book, I thought the Psalms was just a large collection of poems written 
by Hebrew authors.  But I learned that the Psalms were organized into 5 books and in each 
book, the Psalms are organized carefully to lead the reader to a certain conclusion about the 
topic at hand.   

Book 1: The King’s Confidence in God’s Care.  Our lives here on earth have plenty of 
challenges!  The raw edges of life can shake our confidence in God’s care.  The Psalms in Book 1 name challenges 
and draw the reader to confidently look to God.  

Book 2:  The King’s Commitment to God’s Kingdom.  Dr. Godfrey points out that every Psalm (except one) in 
Book 2 mentions the King and either Jerusalem or the temple.  The focus of this book is corporate worship of God by 
the people of God.  God’s redemptive work is highlighted in this book.   

Book 3:  The King’s Crisis over God’s Promises.  This is a short book of 17 Psalms that represent a real crisis of 
faith for the people of God.  In the faith crisis, the reader is directed to Christ.  Nothing here on earth is lasting or re-
liable.  Dr. Godfrey writes, “Only in Jesus are the crises of this world finally and fully overcome for God’s peo-
ple.” (p. 125) 

Book 4:  The King’s Comfort in God’s Faithfulness.   After the crisis, Book 4 points to God’s faithfulness.  These 
Psalms take the reader from creation to the covenant.  Recalling God’s faithfulness in the past gives encouragement 
in the present and strength to stay the course.  Themes of the Holiness of God and a call to holiness to which God 
calls his people permeate Book 4.   

Book 5: The King’s celebration of God’s Salvation.  This book highlights praise and worship.  We chiefly praise 
God for salvation!  God is also our deliverer, the revealer of truth, and our companion on the journey of sanctifica-
tion.  It’s not all roses—several of the Psalms again mention serious opposition on our journey.  But in the end, God 
is victorious and enables us to be victorious.   

The book has 50 short chapters each covering selected Psalms (about 5 pages in each chapter).  The chapters are easy 
to read but is not light or trite—Dr. Godfrey digs deep in a warm and conversational style.  This book has provid-
ed me with deeper insight into many of the Psalms, helped me to unpack the Psalms by better understand-
ing of the features of Hebrew poetry (which is different from English poetry). At the end of each 
chapter are a set of questions which help reinforce the main ideas of the chapter.  I recommend 
this book as an accompaniment to your next read through of the Psalms! 

Godfrey, R.W. (2017).  
Learning to love the 
Psalms.  Sanford, FL:  
Ligonier Ministries. 



 

 

Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 31:8—The Lord is the one who will go 
before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you or abandon 

you.  Do not be afraid or discouraged. 

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1 Pray you grow 
in the wisdom & 
knowledge of 
God. 

2 Pray for wis-
dom to wait on 
God and not 
rush ahead. 

3  Pray Peter & 
Rachel would 
use their time 
& resources 
wisely & effec-
tively. 

4  Pray for God 
to save souls, 
pray with fer-
vency and ur-
gency. 

5  Pray to be an 
encouragement 
to someone to-
day. 

6  Pray God 
ministers to 
missionaries on 
the field with 
their unique 
circumstances. 

7 Pray for God 
to show you 
where He wants 
you to give. 

8 Pray you live 
in a manner 
pleasing to God. 

9  Pray those 
walking into 2nd 
Blessings sense 
the presence of 
the Lord & seek 
Him. 

10  Pray church 
board would 
have wisdom in 
serving others. 

11 Pray for an 
opportunity to 
speak God's 
truth to a hurt-
ing soul today. 

12 Pray for 
volunteers will-
ing to work at 
2nd Blessings. 

13  Pray Pastor 
Craig has a 
heart sensitive 
to the leading 
of the Holy 
Spirit. 

14 Pray the 
gospel packets 
mailed out last 
month bring 
forth fruit for 
God. 

15 Pray your 
words, all of 
them, honor 
God. 

16  Pray for 
everyone ad-
justing to the 
start of school 
again. 

17 Pray those 
in their 20's 
have minds & 
hearts to see 
Christ & His 
love for them. 

18  Pray Chuck 
& Connie have 
the right words 
for each situa-
tion they en-
counter. 

19 Pray young 
ones in our 
church would 
be grounded in 
God's truth all 
their days. 

20  Pray many 
are saved & 
grow in the 
Lord through 
Across Nations 
radio programs. 

21  Pray God 
uses you to be a 
steadying influ-
ence for some-
one else. 

22 Pray for a 
grateful heart, 
content in 
where God has 
placed you. 

23 Pray Tim 
Zook sees 
where innova-
tions can be 
made & needs 
met. 

24 Pray we 
each live with 
integrity & pu-
rity - the same 
alone as we are 
in public. 

25 Pray for 
Tami & Jean-
ette as they 
prepare for 
another year of 
TAG! 

26 Pray for 
God's clear di-
rection for 
Mark & Mollie. 

27 Pray we 
would see areas 
that need tend-
ing to before 
they get out of 
hand. 

28 Pray Kunkee 
kids grow to 
love Christ 
more each day. 

29 Pray you 
don't cause an-
yone else to 
stumble. 

30 Pray Josh & 
Hannah have 
sweet times 
alone with God 
each day. 

31  Pray your life is character-
ized by hope & peace, giving evi-
dence of Christ to others. 

  

    



 

 

Baptism! 

Several weeks ago we had planned to go to a small lake with the kids we've been discipling at 
Café & Graça, but it ended up not working out.  Shortly after they were learning more about 
baptism in our weekly Bible study, when "Little Luke" expressed, "I was already going to ask to 
be baptized when we went to the lake, but we didn't go..." 

It gives us joy to see these young believers desire to obey God's commands — even more so 
when it appears to be prompted more by the Holy Spirit working in them than by our own en-
couragement. 

We planned an outing to the lake the next weekend where 6 others joined "Little Luke" in obe-

dience, publicly professing their faith through this ceremony.  

From top-down and left-right: 
Levi, Kauã, Lukinhas ("Little Luke"), Gustavo, Matheus, Duda, Eric  



 

 

Praise/Prayer Requests: 

• Matheus (pictured above) has started working for us at the coffee shop 
to give us more time to talk with visitors.  Pray that he can learn to make 
coffee with excellence, and pray that we can have profitable spiritual 
conversations.  

• Pray for Kennedy, with whom Joshua was able to have one of those spir-
itual conversations while Matheus was handling the "barista stuff." 

• Ivan & Mary are traveling to the US today.  Please pray for safe trav-
els.  They will be gone for 4 months.  Pray also that the work can contin-
ue smoothly while they are gone.  We also have two ladies here helping 
us: Rafaelly and Gabi. 

• Pray for the young believers we are discipling. Pray that they can mature 
physically, mentally and spiritually into faithful servants of our Lord. 

• Praise that we are able to open again after yet another lockdown for a 
couple months 

Sundays are usually our busiest evenings.  This last one was especially busy! 

Joshua & Camila Goossen 


