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The Youth Group held a Year End Party on May 19 at Drew Hiebert’s house. The youth group took a few
weeks off but will continue to meet through out the summer although with a different format.

The 2021 Summer Mission Trip will be June 30—July 4. They will load up at 7:30 a.m on June 30th at the
Church office and head out to The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. While there they will
serve by taking care of animals, painting, staining, landscaping, and maintenance around the park. They will
also get to experience watching the Passion Play—outdoor play showing the last week before Jesus is crucified. If they so choose, they will also have the opportunity to be an “Extra” in the play.
To help raise funds for the trip, the Youth hosted a Dinner and Dessert Auction on June 6. Tacos were
served for supper and your choice of dessert was up for auction. The evening brought in $3,667 for the youth
group.
Be in prayer for the group of 7 students and 5 leaders. Pray that God would deepen their relationship with
Him and show His love through them while they are there.

From Garden Seniors we've got some Good news and some Real news. The Good?... We
just got back to holding a regular get-together after a year and a half of isolation. The Real
news?...None of us managed to get any younger while we were away! But, here we go...
Sunday, June 13, after church the crock pots, salads, desserts came back out of hiding,
and speaking as One Satisfied Customer, they did not disappoint! Wow! The laughter and
chatter, the hum of conversation across the Fellowship Hall was short of school bus decibels, but you could taste the joy. For this first time back, no program was needed...the
catching up was all we needed. ~ One of the (many) differences between the youth group
and us was apparent in Abe Schmidt's welcoming remarks that included Ten Commandments for Seniors. Among them:


Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice.



"In style" are the clothes that still fit.



The biggest lie you tell yourself is, I don’t need to write that down. I’ll remember it.
And...
Growing old should have taken longer.

Okay...let the good times roll!
Larry Sperling

My daily Bible reading has me on a journey through the prophets. I have just finished the book of
Ezekiel. What a majestic end to this book of judgement: a temple with a river of life flowing out
of it and refreshing all into which it
In my vision, the man brought me back to the
flows. A theme from these final chapters
entrance of the Temple. There I saw a stream
is LIFE from DEATH. This theme starts
with the bleached-out and scattered bones flowing east from beneath the door of the Temple
and passing to the right of the altar on its south
coming to life (Ezekiel 37); it ends with
side. The man brought me outside the wall
the river of life flowing into the dead sea
through the north gateway and led me around to
which begins to team with life.
the eastern entrance. There I could see the water
This makes my pulse quicken, it infuses
flowing out through the south side of the east
me with anticipation and hope!! All is not gateway.
hopeless; all is not lost. It might seem
Measuring as he went, he took me along the
that way right now; but our vision is
stream for 1,750 feet and then led me across. The
limited. The Bible is full of examwater was up to my ankles. He measured off anples of the visible vs the invisible
other 1,750 feet and led me across again. This
(but just as real as the visible).
time the water was up to my knees. After another
One example that comes to mind is
1,750 feet, it was up to my waist. Then he measElisha's servant in II Kings 6 being comured another 1,750 feet, and the river was too
pletely overwhelmed by the surrounding
deep to walk across. It was deep enough to swim
enemy army. (The army was there bein, but too deep to walk through.
cause there was a price on Elisha's head
because he was reporting to the King of
He asked me, “Have you been watching, son of
Israel what was whispered in the enemy
man?” Then he led me back along the
King's secure chamber.)
riverbank. When I returned; I was surprised by
The Lord opened the servant's eyes to see
the hills were FULL of horses and chariots of fire. The human army that had previously looked totally intimidating now
looked puny and powerless. The chariots
of fire didn't show up when the servant's
eyes were opened; they were there all
along--present but unseen; unseen but
real. AND SO IT ALWAYS IS!! There
is more to every situation than meets the
eye. We may feel alone or overwhelmed,
but we need to remember that our God is
mighty to save.

the sight of many trees growing on both sides of
the river. Then he said to me, “This river flows
east through the desert into the valley of the Dead
Sea. The waters of this stream will make the salty
waters of the Dead Sea fresh and pure. There will
be swarms of living things wherever the water of
this river flows. Fish will abound in the Dead
Sea, for its waters will become fresh. Life will
flourish wherever this water flows. Fishermen
will stand along the shores of the Dead Sea. All
the way from En-gedi to En-eglaim, the shores
will be covered with nets drying in the sun. Fish
of every kind will fill the Dead Sea, just as they
fill the Mediterranean. But the marshes and
swamps will not be purified; they will still be
salty. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow along
both sides of the river. The leaves of these trees
will never turn brown and fall, and there will always be fruit on their branches. There will be a
new crop every month, for they are watered by
the river flowing from the Temple. The fruit will
be for food and the leaves for healing.”
Ezekiel 47:1-12 NLT

What does this have to do with the dead
bones and the dead sea?? There is no
situation beyond hope! Our God "...gives
life to the dead and calls into being things
that were not." Romans 4:17b. So,
"against all hope, Abraham in hope
believed...without weakening in his
faith he faced the fact that his body
was as good as dead--since he was
about 100 years old--and that Sarah's
womb was also dead. Yet, he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God but
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being FULLY PERSUADED that God had
the power to do what he had promised." (Romans 4:18-21, emphasis mine)
When I look around and feel discouraged, I need to remember that my hope is in the Lord! As I
think about all my prayers over decades which are yet unanswered, I am so thankful for the end of
Ezekiel and for all the other passages about God bringing fruitfulness from barrenness, life from
death, and belief from unbelief!

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse
Memory Verse: Revelation 19:7—Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife has made herself ready.
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs
1 Pray to experience good,
healthy, proper
laughter each
day.

Fri
2 Pray for a
heart quick to
give to God's
work & wisdom
to know where
to give.

Sat
3 Pray military
chaplains present the truth
clearly & accurately.

6 Pray Tim &
Renee wisely
counsel & build
into interns
living with
them.

7 Pray youth
grow in their
knowledge &
understanding
of the Holiness
of God.

8 Pray Mark &
Mollie have
clarity in knowing what God
wants them to
do.

9 Pray all of us
would walk in
purity before
the Lord.

10 Pray God
would help you
make worship of
Him a part of
every day.

11 Holy Spirit
- Teacher.
Gives me understanding of
God's word.

12 Pray Josh & 13 Pray sumHanna are wise mer break
in setting prior- would be helpities & making ful & refreshchoices.
ing for kids &
teachers.

14 Pray for opportunities to
share Christ
with neighbors
& co-workers.

15 Pray those
making life decisions would
look to God for
guidance & wait
upon Him.

16 Pray those
in church leadership live with
integrity, submitting all to
God.

17 Pray Elwyn
& Linda effectively model
trust in the
Lord before the
staff.

18 Holy Spirit In me. God is
never not with
me.

19 Pray more
neighborhood
Bible studies
effectively disciple & reach
others.

20 Pray Ivan &
Mary know the
peace of resting in God.

21 Pray wives
would know how
to submit to
their husband's
leadership.

22 Pray a hedge 23 Pray God
of protection
hears James &
around our mar- Molly's prayers
riages.
for those back
in Brazil.

25 Holy Spirit
- I'm dependent on Him. He
enables &
equips me.

26 Pray God
would show you
any lies of Satan or the
world you are
believing.

27 Pray for
those involved
with music ministry.

28 Pray God
29 Pray for
uses Joe &
Sunday School
Denise to enteachers.
courage others.

4 Holy Spirit - 5 Pray God
Comforter.
would delight
Always with me, you today with
speaks God's
surprises of
truth to me.
beauty & wonder.

30 Pray for
those trying to
get out of
homelessness,
poverty, or unemployment.

24 Pray other
area churches
would be faithful to preach
the Word.
31 Pray God
uses Josh & Camila to be a
light in a dark
world.

