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James Goossen was installed as an Elder on March 21st. Due to a vacancy on the Elder Board,
the Board appointed James to serve. He was appointed for a 3 year term. Remember to pray
for James and he takes on this new position in the church, as well as the rest of the men faithfully serving as the leadership of our church.
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I still remember when I learned the meaning of the word “paradox.” I was a middle school student riding
on a school bus to a music event. My best friend and I always sat together on the bus. She brought a
little book that was filled with “droodles” —a combination of a “doodle” (a drawing) and “riddle.” It
was up to the reader to decipher the meaning of the elements (answers were in the back of the book, but
we tried not to look). That day on the bus, the droodle in my friend’s book depicted water with two docks side
by side. My friend triumphantly declared the droodle to be a “pair of docks” which she said was a “paradox.” I
had no idea what a paradox was, but later on, when I looked up the word, I learned that a paradox is a statement
whose two parts seem contradictory yet make sense with more thought.
This month we have commemorated Christ’s crucifixion, death, and resurrection. This is paradox of life from death;
exaltation from humility. II Corinthians 8:9 says, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.” This paradox is further illuminated in
Philippians 2:5-11 where Paul tells how Christ emptied himself and
submitted death as He bore our sins. This humility led to exaltation of
Jesus as LORD over all.
Let me find Thy light in my darkness,

Thy life in my death,
Thy joy in my sorrow,
Thy grace in my sin,
Thy riches in my poverty,
Thy glory in my valley.

So, what does paradox look like in the life of a follower of
Christ? Christ gave us a list of paradoxical statements in
Matthew 5—The Beatitudes. Christ challenges us to empty
ourselves of us so we can be filled with Him. “Your attitude
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus...” (Philippians 2:5).
This emptying of self is truly a paradox because it goes
against everything our sinful nature desires. We want control.
We want others to think we have it all together. We want to
look good so others will have a high opinion of us and think
we are devout. Jesus is clear in Matthew 23 that it is not merely what we do that makes us acceptable in His sight; it is a
humble, contrite, yielded heart toward Him.
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Are you play-acting spirituality by going through the motions? Are you verbally saying you trust the Lord
while still trying to control your life by manipulation or by worry? In what areas are you inwardly resisting the work of the Holy Spirit who is nudging you to make a change in areas known to God and to you?
Revelation 3:17:18-19 are Christ’s words to the church of Laodicea (and to us), “You say, ‘I am rich; I have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and
naked.” And His advice to them? “I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become
rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so
you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.”
The paradox is: out of the work of resisting sinful desires comes the fruit of life through obedience. How to do this?
Bow before God in humility and repentance, asking the Holy Spirit to keep you in step with the Him, asking Him
to reveal sin and give you the courage to turn from sin to righteousness. Begin or deepen your
habit of reading, studying, and memorizing scripture. Cultivate a life of prayer. Strengthen your faith through community with other believers (church, accountability, fellowship).
As you humbly do this, you will mortify (put to death) your own sinful desires and God
will bring vivification (life and transformation) to you.
(This is a reprint of the April 2011 Vonnie’s Views with modifications.)
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1 Pray to love
people like Jesus does.

8 Pray Sunday
School teachers know the
delight of
touching lives
for eternity.

Psalm 48:14 - For this God is our God for ever
and ever; He will be our guide even unto
death.
2 Jesus - God
with us. He
came to us so
we can go to
Him.

3 Pray elders &
deacons are
blessed in their
willingness to
serve.

4 Pray Mark &
Mollie have
clear leading in
making decisions.

5 Pray those
6 Pray Josh &
who dropped
Hannah make
out of church personal time
the past year with God a priwould have a
ority.
heart to return.

7 Pray God
helps you chose
your words &
tone of voice
carefully.

9 Jesus - Compassionate. He
hurts with us,
He rejoices
with us.

10 Pray we are
abiding in
Christ, bringing
forth fruit for
His glory.

11 Pray graduating seniors
would seek God
first in all their
decisions.

12 Pray funds
come in for solar panels for
Harvest Radio.

14 Pray we are 15 Pray Elwyn &
discerning in
Linda know
who we listen to when to lead &
& what teaching when to delewe follow.
gate.

16 Jesus - My
advocate. He
stands & represents me before Almighty
God.

17 Pray Café
Grace is a God
saturated
place, safe &
full of peace.

18 Pray for our
church to grow
- in depth and
in attendance.

19 Pray the
20 Pray Ivan &
elderly would
Mary get reknow sweet fel- freshing sleep.
lowship with
the Savior.

21 Pray the
Holy Spirit
shows you any
sin you need to
turn from.

22 Pray for Susanna Goossen
serving at Echo
Ranch Bible
Camp this summer.

23 Jesus Master. I look
to Him with
submission, dependence &
obedience.

24 Pray Pastor
Craig has clarity of mind as
he works on
sermons.

25 Pray James
& Molly have
good friends to
walk through
life with.

26 Pray for
someone you
know who needs
the Savior.

28 Pray for
new contacts
for Joe & Denise, opportunities to minister
& to share.

29 Pray for
healing in
strained family
relationships.

30 Jesus - Redeemer. He
purchased me
with His blood
to save me.
How can I not
thank Him??

31 Pray God
would help you
to use time
wisely.

13 Pray for
young people
who have chosen an ungodly
lifestyle to
turn to Christ.

27 Ask God to
surprise & delight you today
with His love &
goodness.

Straight From the Heart
I was reading recently in the Old Testament Book of Micah. Chapter 6 verse 8 reads as follows: “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
As I pondered on that verse I was taken back to memories of my Mother. Music was an important part of her life. She would sit down to the piano and play and sing. One of her favorite songs was “Brighten the Corner Where You Are.” As I think of those precious memories
of 55 to 60 years ago I am reminded that Mom didn’t just sing about Brightening the Corner.
She did something to make the community she lived in a better place.
It is with a grateful Heart that I want to say "thank you" to the hundreds of you that help the
New Hope Shelter every month. Maybe you have written a check or you donated
online. Maybe you have helped prepare one of our evening meals. Perhaps you have
brought us paper goods or cleaning supplies or a gallon of milk. Maybe you came in person
to serve as a volunteer. Your efforts in whatever form are a direct investment in changing the
lives of homeless people from this area.
One of those people was a lady who was dropped off at our door by the Newton Police. She
was confused and distraught. She came into the Shelter around 4PM on a recent Wednesday and we quickly determined she needed to go home. The only problem…..her home was
in Russell, Kansas— a 270 mile round-trip. We are blessed with a staff presence 24 Hours a
day. Consequently, I was able to give her a ride and get her safely in the door of her home. I
was back for a late dinner that evening.
We Love You.

Brian Bisbee, Executive Director

When you come to the Shelter during the
week after 3pm you will see our newest
staff member, Shonda Suddeth, who is our
new Shelter Coordinator. Shonda lives in
the suburbs of Wichita and comes to us
with a strong background in Business, Accounting and Customer Service. She is already doing a great job of relating to and
taking care of our residents. She is looking
forward to meeting you and serving you!

Aluminum Foil
Pine-sol
Paper Towels
Tea bag
Ground coffee
Bagged sugar
Powdered creamer
55 Gallon trash bags
Napkins

Lynnette Reddington, Toby Harkins and the Staff of
the Harvey County Public Health Department who
distributed COVID vaccines here at the Shelter. Health Department Staff came on Five different
occasions to do inoculations. With their help we
were able to get 110 Staff, Volunteers, residents
and Friends of New Hope Shelter fully vaccinated.
Koerner Heights Church of Newton who made us
their Love Project for the month of March. Thanks
Koerner Heights for the food, Paper goods, and
Cleaning supplies. We appreciate you!

Do you have an old car or truck that you are no
longer using or are trading? Consider donating it
to the New Hope Shelter to support our lifechanging ministry to the homeless! Go to our
website www.newhope-shelter.org and hit the
donate button and follow the directions on the
Car Donation tab. If you have any questions,
give Brian a call at 316-283-7711.

April 13, 2021
Dear Garden Community Church,
Yesterday we were able to get our first dose of the covid-19 vaccine. No, it is not available in
Ukraine as only 1.5 million doses have been imported for a population of 42 million and an expecta-

tion that most will get the vaccine only next year. With cases spiking and Joe’s underlying health issues we decided we need to make a quick trip to Kansas. Everything fell into place the last minute
and we arrived here Saturday night.
We are praising the Lord on how the timing of this trip to the US worked out. Besides the normal production continuing at Digibooks Press there are other projects that are continuing as well during our
time away. Last update we mentioned the renovation of the press room in anticipation of getting a
new press, pending the outcome of our grant appeal. This work continues and should be done the
end of May. Our partner, Andrey, has an older press that he is donating to a Christian group in Dem-

ocratic Republic of Congo. Right now, repairs are being made to that press and should be ready also towards the end of May. Plans are for a man to come from Congo to Ukraine for three months of
training on this machine.
So we are trusting that our return date of June 3 works into all these upcoming activities.
Please pray for:
•

Continued progress on room renovation and press repairs.

•

For positive response for the grant application.

•

Details to fall into place for the man coming from DRC for training.

Blessings,
Joe & Denise
US Phone numbers:
Joe – 620-719-7969
Denise – 620-333-0208
We welcome anyone stopping by for a visit at 521 N. Weaver, Hesston, KS 67062

