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Manhattan Christian College has hosted a women’s conference for the past 44 years. This year the 2021 Women’s
World Conference was modified into one night of virtual worship due to COVID-19. There were over 450 people from
16 different states who participated in the Virtual Worship Night. Julie Miller hosted 10 women from Garden who
joined in the night of worship together.

The youth group gathered on February 27th for a night of Cosmic Bowling at the Play Mor Lanes in Newton. After
bowling they finished the night off with snacks at the Backside.

Growing at Garden
...where faith and family come together!
Resurrection Rolls
These rolls are a fun activity to do with your kids to help explain the story of the resurrection of Christ.
Christ was placed in the tomb and when He resurrected on the third day – the tomb was empty!
Ingredients

12 Rhodes rolls (or homemade dough or crescent roll dough)
12 marshmallows (normal sized)
¼ cup sugar
1 tbsp ground cinnamon
¼ cup melted butter
Instructions
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a 9x13-inch baking dish.
2. Mix the sugar and cinnamon in a bowl.
3. Press the dough out into a circle. Roll a marshmallow in the butter and then the cinnamon sugar and
place on the dough.
4. Pinch the circle closed around the marshmallow and roll the dough in the butter and cinnamon sugar.
5. Place in the baking dish.
6. Repeat until you’ve used all the dough.
7. Let rest 15 minutes and then bake for 15 minutes or until golden.
8. Serve immediately.
Recipe from www.ohsweetbasil.com.

Children’s Library | Easter
Be sure to check our all the Easter themed books in the children’s library!
God Gave Us Easter by Lisa Tawn Bergren

The First Story of Easter by Tim Dowley

An Easter Basket Filled with Love by Susan Jones

The Story of the Easter Robin by Dandi Daley Mackall

An Easter Prayer by Amy Parker

A Very Happy Easter Prayer by Bonnie Rickner Jensen

That’s My Colt by Dandi Daley Mackall

The Donkey That No One Could Ride by Anthony DeStefano

It’s been one year since COVID-19 impacted our lives in ways we didn’t dream possible. I have spent some
time reflecting on this past year.
1. God is sovereign over all. This includes all nations, all leaders, all people, all disasters, all pandemics. His purposes extend beyond our personal fulfillment and comfort. God’s sovereignty might feel
overwhelming in its scope and intricacy, but we are able to grasp God’s sovereignty and mighty power
when we consider how he sent Jesus to reconcile humanity back to Him.
All the people of the earth are nothing compared to him. He does as he pleases among the
angels of heaven and among the people of the earth. No one can stop him or say to him, ‘What
do you mean by doing these things?’ Daniel 4:35 NLT

“O Sovereign Lord! You made the heavens and earth by your strong hand and powerful arm.
Nothing is too hard for you! Jeremiah 32:17 NLT
2. I can trust God. Even when I don’t understand what’s happening. Even when times are confusing.
How do I know God is trustworthy? The examples are plenteous in Scripture—beginning in Genesis
3 when God promised a redeemer to Adam and Eve after they violated God’s commands and brought
brokenness and death into the world. God’s love and mercy is evident in his dealings with rebellious
and stiff-necked Israel. His character is revealed in his love for us through Jesus’ incarnation, life,
death, and resurrection.
“There is no one like the God of Israel. He rides across the heavens to help you, across the
skies in majestic splendor. The eternal God is your refuge, and his everlasting arms are under you. Deuteronomy 33:26-27a NLT
For your unfailing love is higher than the heavens. Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Psalm 108:4 NLT
For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:9 NLT
3. We are not in the dark about God’s purposes or plans. God has given us His Word—it is complete, and it is a guide in every age and every situation. We are not blindly groping our way through
our cultural and world angst.
The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this
book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name. John 20:30-31 NLT
This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.
For, there is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus.
He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just
the right time. I Timothy 2:3-6 NLT
4. God has a purpose for me in his eternal plan. He didn’t choose me because I’m smart or good or
desirable. He chose me because he chose to choose me! ☺ That releases me from the pressure of
performance. I can rest in his plan and I am free to pursue God. This implants in me a desire to know
Him better and to serve him more fully.
What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything
else? Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us
right standing with himself. Romans 8:31-33 NLT

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse
Memory Verse: Zephaniah 3:17—The Lord your God is among you
as a warrior who saved. He will rejoice over you with gladness.
He will renew you in His love. He will delight in you with singing.
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs
1 Pray those
attending
church Sunday
will have hearts
sensitive to the
Holy Spirit.

Fri
2 Pray those
who don't regularly attend
church will be
drawn to come
hear the truth.

Sat
3 Pray Christians will boldly
proclaim the
risen Lord.

4 Jesus - the 5 Pray for refirst fruits of modeling prothe resurrec- ject underway
tion. A promise for printing
of our resurequipment. (Joe
rection to
& Denise)
come!

6 Pray to be
sensitive to
listen carefully
to hear accurately what is
said & what is
not said.

7 Pray those at
TAG! grow in
their love for
God.

8 Pray for Eduarda, Lucas,
Rafaelly & Gabriela, Josh &
Camilla & others at coffee
shop in Brazil.

9 Pray for
hearts willing
to be obedient
to Christ.

10 Pray for elderly parents
to have peace,
good sleep &
pleasant memories for company.

11 Jesus - He
is the head of
the body. We
are members of
His body. We
belong to Him.

12 Pray God
shows you an
area you need
to work on in
submission to
Him.

13 Ask God to
help you know
how to talk to
others about
His Son.

14 Pray for
15 Pray for
homeless to
Pres. Biden &
find forhis administragiveness & heal- tion to seek
ing in Christ.
God & His ways.

16 Pray Peter 17 Pray teens
& team have
walk in purity
wisdom in ad- and godliness.
justing to
changes in so
many different
cultures.

18 Jesus The Lord, my
guide. He
knows the way
I should go &
instructs me.

19 Pray those
who need the
Lord will wander into 2nd
Blessings and
encounter Him
there.

20 Pray parents live lives
of integrity &
godliness before their kids.

21 Pray for
enough volunteers at 2nd
Blessings to get
the work done.

22 As we plant
this spring,
pray God provides a fruitful
harvest.

23 Pray those
struggling with
events of past
year find peace
& healing in
Christ.

28 Pray we
each make wise
choices in all
the little choices we make
each day.

29 Pray people 30 Pray God will
are saved
use you to bless
through radio all those who
ministry in Win- serve you todow Rock, AZ. day.
(Zooks)

25 Jesus - The 26 Pray we are 27 Pray for
Light. He push- a people char- wisdom in telles back the
acterized by
ing others
darkness,
prayer & a close about Jesus.
shows the way, communion with
gives & sustains God.
life.

24 Pray those
Chuck & Connie
minister to are
growing in their
faith.

Straight From the Heart
Some Thoughts on Fear and Love
The news headlines talk about rising death tolls and the spread of new forms of the
virus. It is easy to be paralyzed with fear just like I was when I was a small child on
several occasions. My Dad would take my hand and comfort me and walk with me
and my fears would subside . As Christians, there are lots of verses that speak to our
situation today. Here is one, “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am
your God, I will strengthen you, Yes I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” Is. 41:10
What are you supposed to do in the middle of a pandemic when you are running a
Homeless Shelter? People need help every day with food, clothing and shelter. Are
we to run and hide until this is over? Here is the interesting way you have responded
to that question.
You have responded every night by providing our evening meal. The meals are not
just ordinary meals; they are delicious!!! You have put on a mask and you have volunteered for evening hours, and to stay overnight. You have brought us supplies, paper
goods and checks. You have called to encourage me, a perfect stranger, and other
members of our staff.
Here is where Love fits in. When I was that child who was afraid I needed sometimes
to have more than verbal reassurance. I needed to see Love with skin on it in the form
of one of my parents’ hands reassuring me. You have shown that Love in so many
ways with skin on it.
It was so reassuring to be able to calm a man who was trying to make his way home
to Montana after being stranded here. His car was stolen and in it was his cell phone
and his wallet with all his money and credit cards. I was able to say to him, “You don’t
have to worry. You have a telephone to use, food, clothing, and a place to stay for
several days if you need it.” He said, “Thanks so much for caring.” I just wanted to
pass that thanks along to you, and to let you know that he got home safely to Montana.
Be encouraged today.
We Love You, Brian Bisbee

Transitions
Ashli Teel has recently left her position as our Shelter Coordinator at the New Hope
Shelter and has transitioned to a new job. Ashli - thanks for your faithful service.
We will be filling the Shelter Coordinator position in the next few weeks. In the meantime that position is being anchored by a temp. employee, Marilyn Bisbee.
Coming on soon as Volunteer Coordinator is Chris Schimboff III who has moved to
Newton with his family after a number of years in Illinois. Chris comes to us with a
strong background in the Business world, computers and the Ministry. Welcome
aboard Chris. You will enjoy the opportunity to get to know Chris. He will be helping us
to build our Volunteer base. If you would like to serve in some capacity as a volunteer,
please call us at the Shelter and we will get you in touch with Chris.

Please pray for us at the Shelter as we go through this time of transition.

Regular Coffee
Powdered Creamer
Sugar
Hard Plastic Drinking glasses
Metal Silverware
Plastic Cereal bowls
Pine-sol
Napkins
Ibuprofen
Margarine
Milk

Please consider making a regular
monthly financial contribution to
the New Hope Shelter. Your donation is an investment in Changing Lives.

Hello from all theZooks!!
We are thankful for you!

SO MANY ANSWERED PRAYERS:
- A lot of progress has been made on Dakotas visa!
- When Josh & Hannah had colds Dakota never got it & they tested negative for Covid!
- Josh has been able to work on a creative video series for Spiritual Emphasis week for
Alliance Academy!
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
- Dakota's visa to be finalized
- Spiritual Emphasis Week for the AAI students to be impacted & grow in their relationship with Jesus.
- Provision for End Slavery Ministries Ecuador (Hannah now leads fundraising efforts &
making budget decisions)

Much of our work continues to happen online so we both
continue to work from home for the most part.

Josh enjoyed playing Carnival (water fight) with the Casa Adalia kids!

Please pray for God to open up
the opportunity for Amadas to
be able to have a place near
the women in prostitution in order to connect more deeply,
continue to build relationships,
offer workshops & more!

We got out of the city for
another adventure day to
Mojanda Lake!

Want to know more about End Slavery
Ministries Ecuador?
Hannah runs an INSTAGRAM for End
Slavery Ministries Ecuador!!! Check it out
& follow for regular updates
@endslaveryecuador

