
 

 

This year the Youth Group had the opportunity to go the Operation Christmas Child processing 
warehouse to help with the processing of donated shoeboxes.  On Sunday, November 21

st
, we as 

a church sent out 140 total Shoeboxes for the Operation Christmas Child.  The Youth Group 
shopped for and packed 120 of those boxes.  Then on Friday, November 26, a group headed south 
to Dallas to the Processing Center.  Our group of 12 worked for several hours that Friday afternoon 
and evening and then returned home safely on Saturday evening, after several hours of traffic de-
lays. 



 

 

The annual Senior Christmas Dinner was held on Saturday, December 4.  This tradition has happened every year - ex-
cept for our COVID break last year -  since the inception of the Senior Adult Ministry and is an event that is looked for-
ward to by many.  This year was a breakout year with an attendance of 87!  The Fellowship Hall was brimming with en-
ergy and good conversation.  The food catered by the Moundridge Food Market, was delicious and enjoyed by all.  The 
highlight of the evening was the musical program brought to us by the group - Hearts for Him.  We held our program in 
the Sanctuary.  The platform provided a beautiful backdrop for the Christmas music that we 
were given the pleasure of hearing.  This group of men have an amazing sound and are enter-
taining as well.  Toes were tapping and smiles were evident all around as we collectively spent 
these moments together embracing the Christmas message.  It is heart warming to experience 
community with fellow Seniors.  We praise God for this viable ministry! 

After many Christmas activities were cancelled in 2020, it was nice to welcome those events back in 2021!   

The TAG Kids were able to go 
to Hickory Homes on Decem-
ber 8 and carol to the resi-
dents.  They also prepared each of the residents a 
Christmas goodie bag.  The TAG Kids were prepared to 
have the annual TAG store again to buy presents for 
their families but the church was found without power 
due to strong winds so  TAG was cancelled that evening. 

The power outage that effected the church thank-
fully did not effect the church office so the Youth 

Group was able to still have their Bunco Night for a 
relaxing night before or during their finals. 

Carols and Cookies 
was held on De-
cember 5.  It’s al-
ways a fun even-
ing singing Christmas Carols and 
fellowshipping around Christmas 
goodies. 



 

 

In college I was asked to organize the annual Living Pictures, an event with students portraying peo-
ple as shown in Christmas story paintings.  Employed in secondary, Christian schools, I quickly found 
my way into administration.  In my 30's I learned some of the gifts, service and workings of the gifts 
in a Bill Gothard Seminar.  But it was not until my late 40's in an administrative role on the staff at 
my church, that I took a survey like Waiting Gift Survey,  that you had the opportunity in November 
to take at Garden Community Church.  Taking that survey in my late 40's affirmed that I had the 
spiritual gift of administration.  It was not until then that I realized that I had received that gift when 
I was born again at 9 or 10, and that I kind of unknowingly was using it! 

How about you?  What is your spiritual gift?  Are you using it at Garden?  Or what clicked with you 
in our fall study of spiritual gifts, Your Divine Design, in Sunday School and Pastor Craig's 2 sermons 
on the same this fall?  What did the Waiting Gifts Survey indicate is your gift?  Are you using it for 
the building up of the body here at GCC? 

Or do you need to find the place to use it?  Our Ministry Fair entitled  (our logo  offers you a place 
to find out where you might use it. 

And if you were not able to take the Waiting Gifts Survey to identify your gift, you may pick one up 
at  the Welcome Center.  After you complete, it will help you identify your gift.  Then come to our 
Ministry Fair to find your place at Garden. 

The Ministry Fair on Sunday, January 9 during Sunday School in the gym  will offer you the oppor-
tunity to see what the opportunities are to use your gift here.  The 16 Garden ministries will have a 
table, each with information about the areas of service in that ministry, people to answer ques-
tions, and opportunity to sign up for a role that fits your gift in that ministry.  Come and see how 
you might serve. 

Perhaps you are a bit unsure.  You might offer to do a role for 3 months to see if it is the right 
match for you based on what you know of your spiritual gift at this time. 

Ministry leaders would love to visit with you on January 9, at 9:00.  There 
will be a lot to see.  And you can grab a snack!  Come see how God is 
working. 

Larry Rowe 

Ministry Fair
Finding A Spiritual Gift  



 

 

As the earth completes another journey around the sun, I am completing a journey through the Bible. Consider what an 
amazing privilege it is to read and study Scripture! Until about the year 1500, the common person didn’t have access to 
a Bible.  Today, most of us have several (or many) Bibles in our possession!  What a blessing to have and be able to 
read the Word of the living God!  With this privilege comes tremendous responsibility and accountability to God of 
what we did with the Word we have freely available to us.  Whether it’s already a deeply held habit for you are a new 
one you want to develop, I offer a few strategies to stay in the Word of God daily. 

1.  Decide you are going to read your Bible every day.  Reading the Bible daily is a discipline.  It is a habit.  It will 
not happen without some advance planning.  The first step is deciding to do it.  But it’s also important to decide 
why you are going to read through your Bible.  If it is so you can “check a box,” then it’s only an activity.   Read-
ing the Scripture is more than just reading, it is reading the very words of God (I Thessalonians 1:13).  The Bible is 
a supernatural book—as you read the Bible, God reads your heart and changes you (Hebrews 4:12-13).  Read the 
Bible to know your God—to grow in your relationship with your Savior and Lord! 

2. Select a Bible reading plan. There are many whole Bible plans to choose from.  There are plans to read a book of 
the Bible, read topically, read the Bible straight through, read it in Chronological order or read a bit from the Old 
Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, and New Testament daily.  In the old days, I printed paper Bible reading plans 
that I kept inside my Bible, checking off the day’s reading.  Now I use my phone or a computer browser to find a 
plan from YouVersion (https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/).  I subscribe to the plan, choose a start date, 
and I’m set.   

3. Have a strategy to get back on track if you miss a couple of days and think about giving up.  If you use a 
YouVersion plan, there is a neat “catch me up” feature.  You just click the button, and the plan moves the reading 
from where you left off to today.  You don’t miss any readings and you don’t need do a marathon reading day to 
try to catch up.  (No matter what plan you use, it’s okay if it takes you 13 or 14 months or more to complete your 
Bible reading plan!) 

4. Choose a place to read—have your Bible, pencil, markers, journal, or notebook at that place.  Make it an inviting 
place that you enjoy returning to every day.  My routine is getting out of bed, making a cup of coffee, going to my 
special chair, and sitting down to read.  All my Bible reading items are right there—so once I sit down, I’m ready 
to go.   

5. Read out of a physical Bible—not just on an electronic device.  There’s plenty of educational research that says 
reading from a physical book enhances comprehension.  That being said, I am a big fan of YouVersion Bible app.  
So, I have the Bible read to me through YouVersion as I follow along in my physical Bible.  Having it read to me 
forces me to slow down and keeps me from skimming through lists of names or familiar passages.  If I need to stop 
and think about a passage, I just click “stop” and spend whatever time I need and then click “play” again to contin-
ue reading.   

6. Read with a friend! This is good for accountability and deeper understanding. Read through the Bible as a cou-
ple—we have read through the Bible aloud in a year. The past 2 years I’ve journeyed through the Bible with a 
friend.  We partner up using the same Bible plan through YouVersion.  There is a place where you each respond to 
the reading, ask questions of each other, discuss the meaning of the Bible passage, or encourage each other. 

7. Ask the Lord to teach you as you read.  Before you begin to read the chapter or chapters for the day, pause to ask 
God’s blessing on your reading, to give you clarity of thought, and that the Spirit will use what you read to trans-
form your heart.  The psalmist prayed, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your law” (Psalm 
119:18).  Don’t just rely on your own understanding; depend on God to enlighten you as you prayerfully read. 

8. Have a Bible commentary handy.  A good commentary will help you understand the passage and apply it to your 
life.  My favorite commentary is The Wiersbe Bible Commentary.  You might also benefit from a concordance, 
Bible dictionary, or a Bible atlas. Our church library has several commentaries and other resources.  So, check 
them out and you might even want to buy ones that are particularly helpful to you. 

9. Jot a few notes about what you just read.  I have a journaling Bible, so I jot notes right in the margin. What do I 
write?  Something I noticed for the first time, a word or concept I want to explore more when I have more time, 
thoughts from the commentary, or how I will respond to what I read.  Sometimes a hymn or another Bible passage 
comes to mind, and I jot that down.   

By taking a few intentional steps, finding accountability with a reading partner, and asking God to help you, you’ll be 
enjoying rich time in the Bible every day, and, by God’s grace, you’ll learn more about Him, love Him more, and grow 
in your faith.   

https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/


 

 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9—Remember the former things of 
old; for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there 

is none like me. 

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 

1 Pray for a 
heart quick to 
hear and obey 
God. 

2 Pray for a 
hunger for 
more of God 
and His word. 

3 Pray for a 
heart that 
hurts for other 
people & seeks 
to share Christ 
with them. 

4  Pray for 
healing & 
strength for 
the sick. 

5  Pray those 
taking care of 
others will 
sleep well & be 
refreshed. 

6  Pray Chuck & 
Connie have 
opportunities to 
share the gos-
pel with neigh-
bors. 

7  Pray God 
would pour out 
His mercy. 

8 Pray Tim & 
Renee have wis-
dom in minis-
tering to oth-
ers. 

9 Pray those 
with a hard 
heart would be 
touched by the 
grace of God. 

10 Pray Mark & 
Mollie & kids 
know the peace 
of being in the 
center of God's 
will. 

11 Pray those 
needing hope 
look to the Sav-
ior. 

12  Pray Wed. 
pm programs 
would change 
lives for all 
eternity. 

13  Pray Josh & 
Hanna have 
godly mentors 
to walk beside 
them. 

14 Pray those 
facing change 
would be brave 
& wise. 

15 Praise God 
for health care 
workers who 
serve with com-
passion. 

16  Pray the 
Holy Spirit 
opens our minds 
to truths we 
need to know & 
understand. 

17 Pray Daniel 
& Krissy have 
minds quick to 
learn. 

18  Pray God 
gives strength 
& peace to His 
children. 

19 Pray that 
each morning 
you would see 
the goodness of 
God. 

20  Pray that 
God's perfect 
will would be 
done & we 
would trust 
Him. 

21 Pray Elwyn & 
Linda are en-
couraged as 
they encourage 
others. 

22 Pray those 
in hard places 
know the pres-
ence & peace of 
Christ. 

23  Praise God 
that He is suf-
ficient for eve-
ry need. 

24  Pray for 
those in the 
workplace. 

25  Pray staff 
at Harvest Ra-
dio walks in in-
tegrity and 
grace. 

26 Pray God's 
light shines 
through you to 
the world 
around you. 

27  Pray stu-
dents stand 
strong in the 
truth of God. 

28 Pray we 
each have 
sweet times of 
fellowship with 
Christ daily. 

29 Pray Ivan & 
Mary are sensi-
tive to leading 
of the Holy 
Spirit. 

30  Pray God 
would help us 
each finish well. 

31  Pray God 
fills the empty 
places in 
James' life 
with Himself. 

  

    

    



 

 

We are thankful for each one of you!  
Many of you have given or regularly give to us & for that we are SO GRATEFUL! We 

cannot continue to live & do ministry here without your generosity!  

Looking for ways to make a difference this Giving Tuesday?! 
1. Make a special gift* to our family --- Click to Give to Zooks Online 
2. Give* to the upcoming Amadas Christmas parties (Still need $2,000) --- Click to Give 
to Amadas Online   *All donations are tax deductible 
3. Donate gently used items for the Casa Adalia residential home.  
Items needed: laptops, unlocked cell phones, tablets, cameras, flash drives, mouses, 
headphones 
 
Send to: Hannah Zook 
2937 Aldrich Trail 
Woodbury, MN 55125  

Thank you for all your prayers for the healing of Han-
nah's hand after surgery. We are happy to report that 
healing is going well! 
(here's a picture from before getting the cast off)  

https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a00b017b08ddcd3fc3c532c04&id=096683d8a3&e=fd9531f4bf
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a00b017b08ddcd3fc3c532c04&id=10aa5a4cb7&e=fd9531f4bf
https://facebook.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a00b017b08ddcd3fc3c532c04&id=10aa5a4cb7&e=fd9531f4bf


 

 

Dakota's favorite book is "Go, Dog, Go" 
He always picks it to read before bed eve-
ry night. We are thankful that Dakota con-
tinues to grow & develop. He is a healthy 
active boy that enjoys kicking & throwing 
balls & watching the rain fall!  

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
- Our upcoming trip to the USA to see family over Christmas, that all would go 

smoothly.  
- Amadas Christmas Parties for people in prostitution: that lives would be trans-

formed by the power of Jesus! 
- The total restoration of Hannah's hand 

SO MANY ANSWERED PRAYERS: 
- Hannah's hand continues to heal 
- Sandi was able to come to help 

-You!!! Thanks for loving on us & partnering with us! 

Hannah's mom Sandi came to help us out 
while Hannah was still recovering from sur-
gery. This was a huge blessing!  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


