
 

 

The theme for this years Missions Weekend was “The World at Our Doorstep”.   The weekend kicked off on 
Saturday morning, November 6 with Ray and Marie sharing about their ministry to unreached people 
groups.  While they shared in the fellowship hall, Joel & Melissa Didier, with CRU, had a special time with 
the kids making their own passports and learning about being a missionary doctor. 

Sunday morning during Sunday School, everyone met together in the sanctuary to hear from Claire Drevets.  
Claire works with International Students, Inc.  She shared about their ministry to with the international stu-
dents at WSU. The Didier’s also shared again with the pre-school through 6th grade Sunday School classes. 
During the worship service, Randall Harms, who also works with the international students at WSU, shared 
a “Pep Talk” to encourage us to just reach out to those around us sharing the love of God.  The weekend 
concluded with a potluck meal and fellowship following the worship service. 



 

 

The Women at Garden had several opportunities for fellowship this past month.  On October 25, you would have found 
around 30 ladies at El Cerritos in Hesston to send off several of our missionaries who had been here for a few months. 

On Friday night November 12 , in the church fellowship hall, you would have found all levels of pie bakers.  Beginners, 
experts, and those in between.  The evening started off with short devotional video on apple pie, while the ladies were 
able to enjoy a hot coco bar.  Then the pie making began!   All sizes and kinds of cherry and peach pies were made.  It 
was a fun evening learning various pie baking tips from others.  The pies were taken home to bake or freeze to bake 
later. 
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Asaph experienced strong feelings that dominated his mind day and night! He felt abandoned by God. He felt like his prayers bounced 
off the ceiling. Just thinking about God caused great pain to his wounded heart. In his distress, Asaph’s mind wandered back to better 
days, more joyful days. But those thoughts only accentuated feelings that God had abandoned, even rejected him. Sadly, Asaph conclud-
ed God had turned on him.  
 
Then something shifted in Asaph’s mind—instead of just thinking of the “good old days” when he was happy and carefree, thoughts of 
God’s character invaded his mind. He remembered all God had done to benefit Israel. He thought of the miraculous salvation God 
brought from freeing them from Egyptian slavery and from the pursuing Egyptian arm at the Red Sea. Asaph thought of all the ways 
God had led his people through the frightening wilderness—when they were powerless and had no idea which way to go.  
 
Asaph tells us what we can be thankful for no matter what our circumstances. God is Holy. Asaph realized that a HOLY GOD cannot 
sin. God is incapable of being unjust or of not keeping his word. Asaph grasped God’s power and might. God is not just “strong,” God 
is all-powerful. Creation trembles in the presence its Creator! Asaph remembered that God redeems and guides. This holy and power-
ful God doesn’t hold himself aloof or turn his back on his creatures. He shepherds them, leading them along uncharted paths like a flock.  
 
Asaph leaves his Psalm right there. There is nothing else to say. He doesn’t need to write another stanza about how that changed his 
perspective. Acknowledging these things about God changed everything. Asaph had the redemption of Israel from Egyptian slavery and 
the promise of a coming Messiah to comfort him. We have the definitive evidence of God’s unending love for us through the incarna-
tion, death & resurrection of Christ. Romans 8:32 “Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also 
give us everything else?”  God HIMSELF is our most valuable gift—worthy of all honor, blessing, and praise—regardless of our present 
circumstances and uncertain human future!! Now THAT’S a reason for Thanksgiving! 

Psalm 77 (NLT) 
For Jeduthun, the choir director: A psalm of Asaph. 
1 I cry out to God; yes, I shout. 
  Oh, that God would listen to me! 
2 When I was in deep trouble, 
   I searched for the Lord. 
   All night long I prayed, with hands lifted toward heaven, 
   but my soul was not comforted. 
3 I think of God, and I moan, 
   overwhelmed with longing for his help. 

Interlude 
4 You don’t let me sleep. 
   I am too distressed even to pray! 
5 I think of the good old days, 
   long since ended, 
6 when my nights were filled with joyful songs. 
   I search my soul and ponder the difference now. 
7 Has the Lord rejected me forever? 
   Will he never again be kind to me? 
8 Is his unfailing love gone forever? 
   Have his promises permanently failed? 
9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
   Has he slammed the door on his compassion? 

Interlude 
10 And I said, “This is my fate; 
   the Most High has turned his hand against me.” 

 

 
11 But then I recall all you have done, O Lord; 
    I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. 
12 They are constantly in my thoughts. 
      I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works. 
13 O God, your ways are holy. 
      Is there any god as mighty as you? 
14 You are the God of great wonders! 
      You demonstrate your awesome power among the nations. 
15 By your strong arm, you redeemed your people, 
      the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.  

Interlude 
16 When the Red Sea saw you, O God, 
       its waters looked and trembled! 
       The sea quaked to its very depths. 
17 The clouds poured down rain; 
      the thunder rumbled in the sky. 
      Your arrows of lightning flashed. 
18 Your thunder roared from the whirlwind; 
      the lightning lit up the world! 
      The earth trembled and shook. 
19 Your road led through the sea, 
      your pathway through the mighty waters— 
      a pathway no one knew was there! 
20 You led your people along that road like a flock of sheep, 
      with Moses and Aaron as their shepherds. 

At Thanksgiving, we focus on God’s good gifts to us. But what are we thankful for when good gifts are stripped away? Or what are we 

thankful for when all around us things are unstable, and the future seems distressing? Asaph wrestled with this very thing and recorded his 

experience in Psalm 77.  



 

 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
    

  

1  Thank God 
for those who 
love & teach 
the kids on 
Wed. nights. 

2 Pray parents 
are diligent in 
teaching their 
kids about God 
& His great 
love. 

3  Pray Josh & 
Camila know 
best how to 
present truth 
each day. 

4 Pray leaders 
in the church 
are sensitive to 
leading of Holy 
Spirit. 

5  Praise God 
we serve a God 
that always 
keeps His word. 

6 Pray God 
would open your 
eyes to a need 
you can meet. 

7 Pray Daniel & 
Krissy Hansen 
have safety in 
their travels. 

8  Thank God 
for those 
around you liv-
ing faithfully 
for the Lord. 

9  Pray for a 
hunger to know 
more of God's 
word & under-
stand it. 

10 Pray those 
grieving would 
find comfort in 
Jesus and His 
promises. 

11 Pray Elwyn & 
Linda are sensi-
tive to those 
struggling 
around them. 

12 Praise God 
we serve a God 
who is suffi-
cient to meet 
all our needs. 

13 Pray Ivan & 
Mary shine the 
love of Christ 
to each child 
they interact 
with. 

14 Pray par-
ents keep their 
priorities in 
order. 

15  Thank God 
for people who 
have invested in 
your spiritual 
life. 

16  Pray James 
G. receives en-
couragement 
even as he en-
courages so 
many others. 

17  Pray par-
ents of young 
kids are wise in 
the Lord. 

18 Pray many 
would hear 
about Jesus & 
His grace in 
Christmas pro-
grams & songs. 

19  Praise God 
we serve a God 
who sent His 
Son to die for 
us.  

20  Pray Har-
vest Radios 
transmissions 
are strong and 
clear. 

21  Pray God 
provides the 
perfect equip-
ment for Joe at 
the print shop. 

22  Thank God 
for keeping you 
safe. 

23 Pray God 
would soften 
hard hearts and 
they would re-
ceive Him as 
Savior. 

24  Pray Denise 
has the joy of 
leading someone 
to Christ in the 
next few days. 

25  Sit in His 
presence.  
Worship Him. 

26 Praise God 
we serve a God 
who will never 
leave us alone. 

27  Pray Peter 
& Rachel are 
able to balance 
all the demands 
on their time 
wisely. 

28  Pray for 
homeless, un-
employed, poor, 
lonely to find 
hope of Christ. 

29  Thank God 
for a good 
church family 
that cares, 
prays, laughs, 
cries & grows. 

30 Pray David & 
Tonya speak 
with boldness, 
love & great 
wisdom. 

31  Humble 
yourself before 
God & submit to 
His will for you. 

  

Memory Verse: Isaiah 25:9—And it shall be said in that day, Lo, 
this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: 

this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in His salvation. 

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse 



 

 


