
 

 

The Annual Church Picnic was held on October 10 at the King Park in Hesston.  Even with showers 
of rain before and after the picnic is was still a beautiful evening to fellowship, eat and play outside.  
Pulled Pork and sides of potato salad and baked beans from Woody’s BBQ in McPherson was 
served. For dessert a variety of cakes were available.   

The Music and Worship Committee sponsored a movie night on October 3
rd

.  Since Pastor Craig 
was just finishing up preaching through the “Noah” account in Genesis, it was only fitting that the 
feature film would be the Sight & Sound Noah Movie.  The movie was shown in the sanctuary.  An 
intermission was created so that cookies and fellowship could be enjoyed together in the foyer. 



 

 

Again this month we had the privilege to hear the testimonies 
and welcome new members!  Darren & LuAnn McMannis 
joined the membership on October 3. 

Surviving Hitler, Evading Stalin- Mildred Schindler Janzen lived in Germany as a young girl under the cruel 
control of Hitler and then Stalin at the war’s end. By the clear orchestration of God’s hand, Mildred was res-
cued out of her homeland and brought to Kansas at the age of 17. The women’s 
book club had the amazing opportunity to meet this remarkable author in person 
at our meeting on September 28th. Forty-five women attended including Mildred 
and her two daughters. We enjoyed an hour of question and answer discussion 
with Mildred, learning first-hand of her life experiences and recognizing God’s 
sustaining grace and care over her. After this the attendees received auto-
graphed name plates for their books and enjoyed German poppy seed cake as 
everyone informally visited. Thank you to Kyle Friesen for recording this special 
event. Anyone interested in a copy of the recording can contact him.  

Women’s Book Club: 
Evening with the Author 

A Baby Shower was held Sunday afternoon on September 26 honoring Melisa Sommerfeld.    Guests at the 

shower were asked to write little notes on diapers on the tables to mom and dad to bring a smile during the 

many upcoming “changing times”.  Jeanette Friesen shared a devotional.  Justin & Melisa are expecting a 

little girl  the end of October. 



 

 

ETHAN LOYD LEADERSHIP AWARD ESTABLISHED  
Aug 3, 2021 

By Amanda Blythe Noblin 

OCU Marketing Dept. 

 
Oklahoma City - Oklahoma Christian University School of Engineering has established the Ethan Loyd Lead-
ership Award to be awarded annually during their engineering graduation award banquet. 

Loyd's gift for leadership was noticed by faculty members soon after the freshman from Galva, Kansas joined 
the mechanical engineering program in 2016. His skills as a welder secured him a spot, that is traditionally re-
served for seniors, on the Baja SAE team. In Baja SAE, engineering schools throughout the world participate 
in the annual competition that involves designing and building a car that must withstand grueling tests and po-
tentially hundreds of laps around the rugged courses. Many cars do not withstand the demands of the competi-
tion. 

The following year, the OC Baja team benefitted from more than Loyd's welding abilities. The prior year's 
competition experience proved valuable. He knew what worked well and where to improve. 

"When I started, OC had recently rejoined the competition process," said Loyd. "I took pictures of other cars, 
talked with teams from different schools and learned from them. I was able to build a progression of 
knowledge to help my team." 

Loyd credits OC engineering professors with the team's ability to grow into a competitive threat against uni-
versities much larger. He even noted OC's small class size as an advantage. 

"The professors are all experts in their fields and took time to create personal relationships with the students," 
said Loyd. "Many of them made huge impacts on me spiritually and academically, as they were intentional 
with their faith along with their teaching style." 

Walk the Talk 

Loyd saw his professors 'walk the talk.' They brought industry experience into their teaching. Applying ethics 
to engineering is not only taught and emphasized at OC, but Loyd saw it lived out in day-to-day decisions.  

'Walk the talk' and love for God have been foundational Loyd family principles for generations. Since birth, 
his parents, Scot and Jenny, have been intentional with helping Ethan develop faith that would be lived out in 
real life. “My parents emphasized the importance of our words matching up with our actions as I was growing 
up and learning to see God working around us and apply His Word to our daily walk,” stated Ethan.  

So, when the Loyd family visited OC Ethan’s senior year of high school, they recognized those same ideals in 
the OC campus community and Engineering faculty. 

When Loyd became the Baja team lead his senior year, he was in a position to manage and motivate others. It 
was important to inspire and lead all team members with endurance. The project requires hundreds of hours 
over three semesters to prepare for the competition. 

"Ethan was ready to step into the team lead role his senior year," said Professor Dr. David Cassel. "He pro-
posed building our first-ever custom gear box. I tried to be polite, but warned against the high-risk decision. I 
am now a recovering naysayer!" 

Continued on next page... 



 

 

'Walk the talk' influenced Loyd’s  team leadership style. He always showed up ready to get his hands dirty in 
doing the work. He overcame obstacles by seeking advice from professors who were always ready to help. His 
reliability and integrity, that began five years ago and continued throughout his time at OC, inspired engineer-
ing professors to refer to the time as “Ethan's Era”. 

Ethan's Era 

A model student, Loyd has left OC a better place than he found it. The university intends for his legacy to con-
tinue by telling new students about Ethan Loyd who walked the talk in classes, as a friend, as a Christian and 
as an invaluable member of the OC Baja SAE team for five years. 

The Ethan Loyd Leadership Award is intended to inspire OC students for generations to come. Students will 
continually be reminded of the faith and character of the award's namesake by the Professors decision to per-
manently display the #36 Baja car in the Prince Engineering Building, along with a plaque commemorating 
Ethan's Era. 

"It's such an honor," said Loyd. "It's more than what I've accomplished, it's the team. We are one of the small-
est schools who beat some of the top engineering schools in America in the recent SAE Baja Competition in 
Arizona.” 

The next time you are near Oklahoma City, go to the Prince Engineering building on the campus of Oklahoma 
Christian University to see the car that Loyd designed and built and the legacy of leadership that he has left 
behind. 

Loyd's Future 

Loyd earned his bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering and went on to complete a Master of Business 
Administration degree in project management. He has accepted a job with Meter Engineers in Kechi, Kansas, 
and he is now engaged to marry OC alumna Katy Patterson from Denver City, TX. The couple met at OC 
where Patterson graduated from the state's top Gaming and Animation program. She now produces two dimen-
sional drawings and animations for a Department of Defense contractor. 

...Leadership Award Continued  

Several weeks ago, I had the opportunity to stand with several hundred local people on Newton's Main 
Street during Life Chain Sunday holding posters with messages such as "Adoption is an Option" and "Abortion 
Kills, but God Forgives." For one hour, our smiles and waves were usually met with friendly honks and smiles, 
but were also met by verbal and non verbal communication of hate for our message. As I stood on that side-
line, grieved by those unable to recognize the precious little lives we stood for, I heard the compassion of Je-
sus in the words of young and old praying over those blinded by the lies our world has 
fed them. This day was special, as I would later learn, because on the very same day a 
couple my age met their new baby boy. This boy was one 
of many unwanted pregnancies by his birth mom, but by 
the grace of God he was born on Sunday and was imme-
diately placed in the arms of a mother yearning to love 
this child as her own. Please continue to pray with me for 
the children saved from abortion; pray for the birth 
moms; and the families wanting to welcome a child. And, 
next year, come spend a beautiful fall afternoon with the 
Garden group standing for life!  

~Jenny Goering 



 

 

“Snake oil” is a term used to describe deceptive marketing, 
health care fraud, or a scam. A "snake oil salesman" is some-
one who sells or promotes a valueless remedy for health con-
ditions. “Snake-oil” was a cure-all which contained inactive 
and sometimes harmful ingredients. Popular in the 18th to 
20th centuries, these elixirs were often sold by traveling 
salesmen from a cart or wagon or at carnival booths. (Image 
& information from: Snake oil - Wikipedia)  

I remember reading about “snake oil” as a schoolgirl and 
wondering how in the world anyone could be so naïve as to 
believe a potion hawked at a carnival or sold from a wagon 
could be trusted!  It was clear to me, even as a young girl, 
that the people were simply being conned.  As I have grown 
older, I realize there are situations in which we are all gulli-
ble to “snake oil” claims.     

Pride, stubbornness, and distrust put us at risk spiritually.  
“Snake oil” was what the serpent was peddling in Genesis 3.  
The snake oil salesman’s claim was “you can be like God—knowing both good and evil.”  
After hearing the pitch, Genesis 3:6 says, “The woman was convinced.” (NLT).  Satan’s 
assertion was not true, instead of being like God, Eve would be separated from God.  Instead 
of knowing both good and evil, she would be subjected to a life-long battle with indwelling 
sin.  After she bought the “snake oil” from Satan, things got worse for Eve, Adam, and all 
humans to come; not better.   

Another example of “snake oil” has to do with idolatrous practices Jeremiah called the peo-
ple out on.  Jeremiah told the people the Babylonian conquest was due to the evil they had 
done, including pouring libations out to an idol called “the Queen of Heaven.” “Then all the 
women present and all the men who knew that their wives had burned incense to idols—a 
great crowd of all the Judeans living in northern Egypt and southern Egypt answered Jere-
miah, ‘We will not listen to your messages from the Lord! We will do whatever we want. We 
will burn incense and pour out liquid offerings to the Queen of Heaven just as much as we 
like—just as we, and our ancestors, and our kings and officials have always done in the 
towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For in those days, we had plenty to eat, and 
we were well off and had no troubles! But ever since we quit burning incense to the Queen 
of Heaven and stopped worshiping her with liquid offerings, we have been in great trouble 
and have been dying from war and famine.’” (Jeremiah 44:15-18 NLT, emphasis mine) 

“Snake oil” offers a short-cut, it appeals to our human desire for expediency and a “quick 
fix.”  When we gravitate to spiritual “snake oil” we are doing what Paul warns about in Ro-
mans 1:21-23 “Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give 
him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their 
minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And 
instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like 
mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.” (NLT) 

Contrasting God Almighty to idols, Isaiah writes, “This is what the Lord says—Israel’s 
King and Redeemer, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies: “I am the First and the Last; there is no 
other God. Who is like me? Let him step forward and prove to you his power. Let him do as 
I have done since ancient times when I established a people and explained its future. Do not 
tremble; do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago? You are my 
witnesses—is there any other God? No! There is no other Rock—not one!”  (NLT) No hu-
man or idol can do what God Almighty can do!! Any claims different are “snake oil.” 

Is there “snake oil” in your life that you need to identify and dump down the drain?  Where 
are your areas of compromise with the culture—areas in which you trust human institutions 
or human reasoning more than you trust God?  What are the idols you turn to instead of 
turning to God?  Isaiah 44:21-22 “Pay attention, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. I, 
the Lord, made you, and I will not forget you. I have swept away your sins like a cloud. I 
have scattered your offenses like the morning mist. Oh, return to me, for I have paid the 
price to set you free.” (NLT) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake_oil


 

 

Memory Verse: II Timothy 1:17—The Lord has not given us the 
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and a sound mind. 

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
  1  Pray we 

would each 
clearly hear the 
voice of the 
Holy Spirit in 
our lives. 

2  Pray for lit-
erature being 
printed by Joe 
& others to 
bring forth 
fruit for 
Christ. 

3  Pray for 
Wed. pm teach-
ers to teach in 
the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

4 Pray God 
would help you 
make wise deci-
sions. 

5  Pray the love 
of Christ flows 
through Josh & 
Camila. 

6 Pray for a 
heart quick to 
repent when 
the Holy Spirit 
convicts. 

7  Pray for a 
heart sensitive 
to the things of 
God. 

8  Pray Peter 
has creativity & 
insight in how 
to best help 
fellow mission-
aries. 

9 Pray those 
battling de-
pression find 
hope in Christ. 

10 Pray for a 
heart quick to 
render aid to 
others in need. 

11 Pray a hedge 
of protection 
around 2nd 
Blessings - 
where all sense 
the Lord's 
presence. 

12  Pray for 
hurting people - 
which would 
probably be all 
of us. 

13 Pray for 
parents trying 
to raise godly 
kids in this dif-
ficult world. 

14  Ask God to 
help you be 
slow to anger, 
slow to speak & 
quick to hear. 

15  Pray Chuck 
& Connie have 
right words to 
encourage, 
strengthen, & 
enlighten. 

16 Pray for a 
heart of com-
passion for 
those around 
you. 

17 Pray God 
would help you 
to see others 
as He sees 
them. 

18 Pray those 
in nursing 
homes receive 
tender, good 
care. 

19  Pray our 
teens shine 
forth God's 
love to their 
friends. 

20  Pray Tim is 
able to get the 
parts he needs 
to effect re-
pairs & make 
improvements. 

21  Pray for 
people to ac-
cept Christ's 
offer of salva-
tion. 

22  Pray broad-
casts from 
Harvest Radio 
& Across Na-
tions go out 
strong and 
clear. 

23  Pray Mark 
& Mollie are 
exactly where 
God wants them 
to be when He 
wants them 
there. 

24  Pray a 
strong founda-
tion of truth is 
laid in lives of 
our children. 

25  Pray for 
Dan & Rachel 
Janzen as they 
love, witness & 
minister to 
many. 

26  Pray for 
kids growing in 
Christ at Café 
& Graca. 

27  Pray God 
would remove 
the blinders 
that keep peo-
ple from seeing 
His truth. 

28 Pray for God 
to be glorified 
in our lives, our 
families, our 
nation. 

29 Pray young 
people Josh & 
Hannah talk to 
want Christ & 
submit to Him. 

30  Pray for our college stu-
dents:  Susanna, Lexie, Joel, 
Seth, Nathan, Drew, Jared, 
Jordyn, Cody, Andrew, Nathan, 
Ty & Michelle.  They need us to 
do that. 

      



 

 



 

 

October 7, 2021 

Dear Garden Community Church,  

It has been too long since we have been in touch with you!! Thank you for the times you remember to pray 
for us without specific news. 

Joe’s 3 brothers, 2 wives and 3 of their grown kids came to visit us in September. We had a wonderful time 
showing them our life in Ukraine – hands on at the printshop, walking around our town, attending church 
with us in Russian, traveling by many different kinds of trains and seeing the area around Zaporizhzhia where 
some of our ancestors had lived. The idea was shared about how our lives sort-of paralleled that of the Israel-
ites. They left a difficult land to go to a different place flowing with milk and honey. Much like our ancestors 
did also when they emigrated to the U.S. in the 1870s. And then for us to make a full circle back here working 
in the area of Christian literature. Thirty years since the fall of communism, Ukraine remains one of the few 
truly free republics that allows Christian publishing without any restrictions. 

The time with Misheé from the Democratic Republic of Congo went quickly as he learned everything he could 
be taught in 2 months about running a printing press. He returned home and they hopefully will be building a 
place to house the press we are giving them. There are many questions, will they get a building ready? Will 
Misheé remember and be able to execute what he learned? We trust that God knows the details and is work-
ing in Africa as He is here. 

Joe and Andrey are searching for the used printing press for which Digibooks Press has received the grant 
money. There are very few machines available right now on the European used equipment market, undoubt-
edly because of the slow European economy with few companies upgrading to new equipment. The room is 
ready, the old press is being prepared for shipping to Congo, we are waiting on God to show us the right ma-
chine to purchase. 

On one of the train rides with the brothers, Joe met a man, a young father from Lviv, Ukraine. He had recent-
ly healed from being in a coma and was questioning the purpose of his life. Joe was able to share God’s pur-
pose with him and encouraged him to read the Bible for himself. Please pray for his understanding of Jesus’ 
sacrifice for him. 

Please pray  

• That the Lord would show us the right used press to buy. Humanly speaking it seems impossible in 
this economic situation, but He is able to bring this to reality by bringing the right machine onto the 
market and connecting us with the seller. 

• As geopolitics rages, that Ukraine would remain free and continue to be a place that Christian litera-
ture can continue to be produced. 

• That we would be attentive daily to the opportunities that He brings to us, giving attention to His 
agenda not simply living on auto pilot with the things we do. 

• Pray for this man that Joe met on the train that he would indeed read the Bible that Joe is sending 
him and come to faith. 

In His grip, 
Joe & Denise  



 

 



 

 

Good morning!  Trust you're doing well.   
 
As many of you know, Elwyn has 3 brothers.  Two of them are also missionaries with Avant here in 
Brazil, but the oldest is in the Ukraine.  This year, we decided we wanted to go visit him before he 
retires in the next couple of years!  But as covid restrictions continued, we wondered if this dream 
would become reality or stay a dream.... 

Praise the Lord, we, along with our children and Elwyn's other siblings, were able to spend almost 2 
weeks during the month of September with Joe and Denise in Ukraine!  We were able to see where 
they work and live, go to church with them, and then do a lot of tourism of the country with them, as 
well.  It was truly a trip of a lifetime! 
 
We're back in Brazil, now, and thankful for a competent staff that kept Harvest Radio on the air and 
in excellent shape while we were gone. Here are a couple of prayer requests for this week: 
 
1.  Thursday we're heading to Fortaleza.  I, Linda, will be working on replacing my Brazilian docu-
ments which were stolen in the Ukraine.   Elwyn will be continuing his search for the steel for the 
frame of the solar project. 
 
2.  We plan to be back in Nova Russas for Saturday afternoon and evening when our church is having 
an evangelistic outreach in the rural community where the tractor driver who has done alot of work 
at our tower site, lives.   Elwyn will be giving the message at the evening meeting there. 
 
Thank you so much for praying and giving so that we can continue sharing the Love of Christ with 
Brazilians in the backlands of Ceara! 
 
Elwyn & Linda  

October 12, 2021 


