This Christmas season has not lost it’s meaning in our household, partially due to the creativity
of Karlee’s Sunday School teacher, Jenny Goering. At the beginning of December Jenny provided each of her SS kids a whole sack of goodies to take home to celebrate Jesus’ birth. With the
contents, the kids were able to learn about Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, the shepherds, and the
wisemen and why we celebrate Christmas. Using the materials contained in these SS packages,
Karlee and I threw a birthday party for Jesus with a couple of Karlee’s classmates in our home.
The kids decorated cupcakes and sang “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. We are thankful for the creativity of our SS teachers and their dedication to teaching God’s word to our kids. Now whenever we see a Christmas tree or Christmas lights, Karlee exclaims, “It’s for Baby Jesus!”
–Kim Kohls

Greyson, Enora, and Karlee

Growing at Garden
...where faith and family come together!
Facing the Future
I’m no expert in everything going on in America these days, but I know enough to know that our country is
in a spiritual battle. This isn’t a place for me to go political on you but to reiterate what I feel is our calling as
believers and what we can be doing to raise our kids up to become mighty warriors for the Lord.
Last week, my heart was especially heavy for our country due to the events happening in our nation’s capital. How did America get to this point? I’ll be honest, it was easy to hold onto the fear for the future and
look at the spiritual battle and feel so overwhelmed. I especially felt fear for my kids and their future of having to grow up in such a broken country.
One morning last week, I had been praying and trying to process everything going on… and I hear my 3-year
-old, innocently singing, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Okay, God…I hear you. My 3-year-old, who has no idea
what’s happening in our country, was used by God to remind me that He is still in control and everything
that is happening is not a surprise to Him. God is still on the throne and he will continue to be faithful. As a
believer, let this be our reminder to get on our knees and pray. Pray for our country. Pray for our leaders.
Pray for the church. Pray for protection from the enemy. Pray for a revival.
Depending on the age of our kids, we are all facing different challenges and having to answer different
questions. I don’t have all the answers and I don’t know what the future of this country holds…but what I
do know is that I can make our home a place filled with biblical truth. I can continue to teach my kids about
God’s love, read them Bible stories, teach them how to pray, memorize scripture and sing worship songs
together. When the world feels like it’s crumbling around us, we can continue to focus on biblical truths in
our own homes and continue to ask the Lord to give us wisdom so that we can raise kids that will stand for
truth and be bold and unashamed of the Gospel. We were all created for such a time as this. God has a perfect plan and we get to be a part of His story.
~Katie Hanzlicek

Digging Deeper in 2021
The start of a new year brings about the desire for change or new commitments for many of us. Maybe
you’re looking for something for yourself or for your kids to add to your routine! There are so many options
out there but here are a few options to look into if you want to grow deeper in your relationship with God!
Tiny Theologians – Are you in need of discipleship tools for help in training your kids? They cover topics like
theology, church history, missions and discipleship!
The Daily Grace Co – They provide numerous Bible studies for men, women and kids as well as other tools
and resources for spiritual growth!
The Bible Recap – Do you want to read through the entire Bible but have trouble understanding what
you’ve read? The Bible Recap provides a daily reading plan along with a short daily podcast that will help
explain what you’ve read for that day!

January has always been a favorite month of mine. It represents to me a freshness, an opportunity to start again unblemished. I think most of us are more than ready to have 2020 in our rear view mirror! The words of Barbara Johnson however are such a good reminder to all of us . . .
"God has given us measurements of time so we have some perspective on our lives. Think how hopeless we would feel
if we were stuck in some stressful situation and thought it would never end. But God gives us a new morning - a new
month, a new year - to start over. With each new day we 'wait in expectation' as the psalmist said, to receive the gifts
and blessings - and yes, challenges - God has planned for us! Whatever comes, we know He will be there with us."
There is Hope, endless Hope with God.
The featured books this month in the Adult Library have been chosen because of the climate we are now experiencing. There is no greater time than NOW for we who call ourselves Christians, to be Light Bearers with our actions and
words.
* A Way with Words - Daniel Darling

Using our online words with responsibility and civility

* The Bait of Satan - John Bevere Living free from the deadly trap of offense
* War of Words - Paul David Tripp Getting to the heart of our communication struggles
* We will not be Silenced - Erwin Lutzer Responding courageously to our culture's
assault on Christianity
* Mama Bear Apologetics by Hillary Ferrer Empowering our kids to challenge cultural lies

* Raising World Changers in a Changing World - Kristen Welch Helping families discover the
beauty of sacrifice and the Joy of Giving
Look for Priscilla Shirer's two new books. . . God Is Able & One in a Million
The Children's Library is featuring winter themed books. Picture books on LOVE are filling our shelves. In the Spiritual
Development section you will find several different books telling the Creation story in picture book form. With our
sermon series centering on the creation of our world, this might be a great time to reread with your littles the age old
story. My Creation Bible by Ken Ham reminds parents that teaching kids to trust the Bible begins with the very first
verse.
Please stop by and browse at the FREE Give away Devotional table. These will be available for your choosing and taking during the month of January.

"May the God of all hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13

Every Wednesday, my youngest grandson spends the day with me. Three weeks ago when he arrived, my
Bible was open on the coffee table; I had just finished my Bible reading in Isaiah. He was curious about
what I had been reading, so I offered to read it to him. This is the passage I read aloud as he sat in rapt attention:
9

All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither see
nor know, that they may be put to shame. 10 Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? 11 Behold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let them all
assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put to shame together.
12

The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it with hammers and works it
with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. 13The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass.
He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. 14 He cuts down cedars,
or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. 15Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he
kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. 16 Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he
warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” 17 And the rest of it he makes into a god,
his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!”
18

They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their hearts, so
that they cannot understand. 19 No one considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, “Half of it I
burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And shall I make the rest
of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood?” 20 He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has
led him astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” (Isaiah 44:9-20
ESV)
We both were quiet as I finished reading, then my grandson said to me, “Grandma Vonnie, why would
somebody cut down a tree and make a fire with half and an idol with half and pray to the idol? That’s just
silly.” Indeed! He needed no explanation—the Word was clear to a 4 ½ year old!! During subsequent visits to my house, he has asked me to read this passage again. We have discussed who God is and God’s characteristics (all-powerful, all-knowing, present everywhere at the same time, etc.). We have discussed the
characteristics of idols (can’t see, can’t hear, can’t talk, can’t move, can’t think, etc.). Today, 3 weeks later
he was still thinking about this—he asked me as we built with Lincoln logs, “Grandma Vonnie, why would
people worship an idol instead of God?” And we discussed the reasons: pride, wanting to do things “my
way” instead of God’s way, not wanting to submit to God, lack of trust (belief) in God.
Hebrews 4:11-13 says, 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of
him to whom we must give account. This supernatural book speaks to the most learned and to a young preschooler. It is God’s word to us and is living and active—why would we not prioritize this book in our
lives?
YouVersion has plans that will take you through the whole Bible, a book of the Bible, or a section of the
Bible on your own or with a friend. Larry challenged us last Sunday to read through the Gospels between
now and Easter. Or, since Pastor Craig is preaching through Genesis, read that. We need the Word in our
lives more than ever. I encourage you to get a regular reading plan—and include your whole family in it. It
will change your life (guaranteed!).

Prayer Calendar and Memory Verse

Memory Verse: Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
Sun

Mon
1 Pray students & workers get the
week off to a
good start.

Tues
2 Pray for
leaders/ teachers in our
church to be
encouraged &
find delight in
serving.

Wed
3 Pray time in
TAG! is life
changing for all
involved, drawing them to the
Savior.

Thurs
Fri
4 Pray those on 5 Pray for a
Navajo Reser- fresh undervation listening standing of
to Across Na- what it means
tions find heal- to abide in
ing & forChrist.
giveness.

Sat
6 Praise God
for His word
going out
through radio &
internet!

7 Jesus - Cornerstone: The
One that bears
the weight &
holds it all together.

8 Pray God
would open your
eyes to lies you
are believing.

9 Pray Tim
Zook is able to
get the parts
he needs in a
timely fashion.

10 Pray youth
group leaders
have wisdom in
answering questions.

11 Pray medical personnel
are alert & perceptive in caring for patients.

12 Pray Mark
& Mollie's home
would have a
peaceful spirit
evident to all
that enter.

13 Pray God
opens your eyes
to be surprised
& delighted by
Him today.

14 Jesus - High 15 Pray Josh & 16 Pray for a
Priest: Is even Hannah are able heart burdened
now before the to keep priori- to share the
throne interties in order.
gospel with
ceding for us.
others.

17 Pray kids/
youth feel free
to ask the hard
questions at
TAG!/Youth
Group.

18 Pray Christian journalists/media personnel would
correctly speak
truth.

19 Pray for
God's wisdom in
responding to
people in your
life.

20 Pray Elwyn
& Linda know
best how to
keep advancing
the spread of
the gospel.

21 Jesus - Anchor: We are
safe and secure
and held by
Him.

24 Pray kids
25 Pray James
that don't go to & Molly are a
church will find light reflecting
their way to
Christ to all
TAG!/Youth
they meet.
Group.

28 Jesus Physician:
Knows where
we hurt & how
to take care of
it.

22 Pray your
words would be
kind, truthful &
carefully measured.

23 Pray Ivan &
Mary have
health,
strength, & energy to keep up
with demands.

26 Pray a hedge 27 Pray gov't
of protection
leaders would
around police, submit themfire, and emts. selves to Christ
& seek Him diligently.

Greetings from the Goossens in
Mucambo, Brazil.
As you know we are using a coffee shop to share the Gospel and direct people to Christ. We appreciate your partnership in prayer and would like to provide you with names and faces to help you pray
more specifically. We will be regularly sending you emails about people we are sharing the Gospel
with. Please pray for them specifically. Thank you and God bless!

Please pray for

Lukinhas

"Little Luke"

Ever since we reopened in September after the shutdown here,
Lukinhas has hardly missed a moment of open time at Café & Graça. Every morning he is there, eating breakfast, then reading from
God's Word. Every evening he shows up too. Every day from
Wednesday through Sunday we are able spend time with him. It
seems to us, that he might be close to accepting Christ as his Savior. Pray that he will!
BIRTHDAY: NOVEMBER 20
AGE: 13
IS A BELIEVER: NO
VERSES MEMORIZED: 1

From Facebook: Joshua and Camila’s Ministry Updates
January 14, 2021
Today Kauã (pronounced something close to "cow one"), a 15 year old boy who has
come to Café & Graça frequently, just accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior
this morning!
He was leafing through one of the Bibles purchased for distributing in memory of
Howard Schroeder. (We always have one out on a coffee table.) In the back there is
a little topical reference, with various verses listed under different topics. Today he
looked up a few verses under the topic of "fear," because, as he had shared with us
a few minutes earlier, he was pretty rattled by some nightmares he's been having.
As I saw him reading something in the Bible I prayed that the sword of His word
would pierce into Kauã's innermost being. And that's exactly what was already happening!
He eventually began talking with dad, who talked over the key verses about salvation we've been encouraging the kids to memorize. He was cut to the heart! I saw,
from a distance as I continued to interact with the other kids, tears in his eyes as
they prayed together. Oh the joy to see someone confessing with their mouth and
believing in their heart that Jesus is Lord!

Good afternoon,

January 14, 2021

Wow! How do you summarize 2 1/2 amazing weeks with our kids? It was SO good to have our
three home for Christmas, as well as Susanna's boyfriend, Tyler. Together we were able to get alot
of projects done, such as install a monitoring system for the generator at the station, do some repair
painting on the tower, organize a "verse of the day" schedule for targeted seasons throughout the
year for Harvest Radio, and repaire the auxiliary transmitter. And yes, we fit in lots of visiting friends,
fireworks, a cookout, games, and sunrise at the beach!

However, a big disappointment was that we were unable to finish the computer upgrade project at
the station. Thank you so much to all who so generously gave towards that project! We were able
to purchase everything we needed. However, a power outage at a crucial point in set-up corrupted
the main motherboard, which now has to be returned to the factory in the US (under guarantee).
Thanks again for your prayers and support. May you have a blessed New Year!
Elwyn & Linda

